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Election of the Executive Committee 2009-2011 
Stefanos Grammatikos 

 Christophe Losberger

Online Election 
The 2009 Executive Committee elections will be 
conducted by using the same electronic voting system 
which was first implemented successfully in 2007. 
Both from an administrative standpoint and based on 
the feedback received by ESACT Members following 
its implementation, the Executive Committee is 
confident that the electronic voting system is superior 
to paper-based methods. 
The system guarantees anonymity and integrity of the 
election process. Each voter receives a personal code 
which is randomly generated and secretly 
communicated by the system. The election 
administrators only see this code on the ballot and each 
code can be used only once for voting. 

Who can vote ? 

All ESACT members who had a paid membership for 
2009 on April 30 (including honorary members) and 
who have a correct and valid email in our records.  
If you belong to this category and do not receive your 
voting code in the next 2 days, please contact us 
(admin esact.org), so that we check why you have not 
received it. 

How can I vote ? 
Complete instructions will be given in an email you 
will receive by May 17. This email is important 
because it contains your registration code which is 
absolutely unique and can not be generated again. So if 
you are planning to vote when you will be in Dublin, 
after you have met the candidates, please be sure to 
bring your code with you. 
 
Once you will have received your code by email, you 
should simply go to following site: 
http://www.campus-vote.com/elections/ORG/ESACT/ 
Enter your code in the blank field and fill in your 
ballot with your preferred candidates ! 

 
 
You will be allowed to vote for up to 4 candidates 
from the list of 7. At the end of the process, you can 
also give your feedback concerning the election 
process and this is anonymous too. 
 
The election process will open at 16:00 (GMT) 
on Sunday, May 17 and close at 16:00 (GMT) 
on Monday, June 8, 2009. 

 

 
OFFICERS FOR THE PERIOD 
2009-2011  
(Appointed by the current Executive Committee) 
 
Chairman:   Martin Fussenegger 

 ETH Zurich, Switzerland 

Vice-Chairman: Hansjörg Hauser  

 HZI, Germany 

Treasurer: Stefanos Grammatikos 

 UCB SA, Belgium 

Secretary: Paula Alves 

 IBET, Portugal 
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Presentation of Candidates for Regular Membership
Dana Andersen 
 
Dana Andersen is the Senior Director of Process 
Research & Development Oceanside, Operations & 
Engineering at Genentech.  He has over 13 years of 
experience at Genentech, primarily in the area of cell 
culture development.  He has also served the cell 
culture scientific community in a number of roles 
including serving on the ESACT Executive Committee 
for the last 2 years, chairing the Executive Committee 
of the American Chemical Society Biochemical 
Technology Division in 2007, and co-organizing the 
Cell Culture Engineering XII meeting to be held in 
2010. 
 
Prior to joining Genentech, he performed post-doctoral 
research in the laboratory of J. Bailey at the ETH in 
Zürich and completed his Ph.D. work at Stanford 
University, investigating the effects of cell culture 
factors on glycosylation in recombinant CHO cells.  
He is originally from Colorado and received his B.S. in 
chemical engineering from the University of Colorado 
at Boulder in the U.S. 
 
Motivation Statement 
 
I have greatly enjoyed and appreciated attending and 
participating in numerous ESACT meetings and 
believe that this organization plays an important role in 
the advancement of the cell culture field.  I hope to 
leverage my leadership experiences with the Cell 
Culture Engineering meetings and ACS to provide 
useful input to ESACT, and to provide input to be sure 
that these organizations are complementary and 
aligned in serving the interests of the global cell 
culture community.  I also believe that it is critical to 
maintain strong, scientifically-driven conferences such 
as the ESACT meeting, and will work to be sure that 
these meetings and this organization play a key role in 
the development of the next generation of leaders in 
this field, as well as to meet the changing needs and 
opportunities for cell culture technology in the future. 

Mike Butler 
 

Mike Butler is a 
Distinguished Professor in 
the Department of 
Microbiology at the 
University of Manitoba. He 
is one of the pioneers of 
research in the area of 
mammalian cell technology 
and was one of the few 

people to recognize the need for developing robust 
mammalian cell culture systems at a time when it was 
thought that all recombinant proteins could be 
produced by microbial systems.  Butler’s initial work 
on the development of a novel perfusion system 
allowed high cell densities in microcarrier systems.  
Subsequently, his work on the biochemical 
requirements of producer cells allowed metabolic 
control to enable high productivity.   He has shown 
that the design of culture media and the use of specific 
chemical additives can allow the control of glycan 
profiles of recombinant proteins in a variety of 
bioreactor configurations. His work for innovation 
involving University-Industry collaboration led to the 
award of the prestigious Synergy Prize in 2004 by 
NSERC (the Canadian Research Council).  Butler has 
written and edited seven comprehensive books and 
over 100 primary papers on mammalian cell 
technology.  He continues work as an editor of the 
journals, Biotechnology Advances and Biotechnology 
& Bioengineering.         
 
Motivation Statement 
 
ESACT has been extremely influential in the 
development of my career in animal cell technology 
from the initial meeting I attended in Lake Garda, Italy 
and all the meetings I have attended subsequently.  I 
have shared in the excitement of the development of 
the field over the last 25 years with the growth of this 
dynamic technology.  I am eager to see its continued 
success and influence of ESACT through 
collaborations between academic and industrial 
partners as well as across national borders.   There are 
many students who I have mentored who have 
benefited from the opportunities offered by the society 
in attending meetings and presenting their work.   As 
someone who has worked in this field in Europe as 
well as North America, I now have an extensive 
network of professional contacts on both sides of the 
Atlantic.   I would hope to be able to use this 
background knowledge and these contacts for the 
future benefit of ESACT. 
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Francesc (Quico) Gòdia 
 

Professor of Chemical Engineering at Universitat 
Autònoma de Barcelona, Spain. Research activity 
focused on the field of Biotechnology and Biochemical 
Engineering, and more specifically in the culture of 
mammalian cells for the production of proteins with 
interest in diagnostic and therapy of diseases, and the 
cellular, metabolic and tissue engineering. Work in the 
development of industrial fermentation processes, 
immobilized biocatalysts, bioreactor design, and the 
development of biological life support systems for 
long term manned missions in Space.  Co-founder of 
the spin-off company HEXASCREEN Culture 
Technologies, focused on the development of a 
platform of minibioreactors for screening in 
Biotechnology. 
 

Became interested to contibute to ESACT since 
attending his first ESACT meeting in 1992. Served on 
the ESACT Executive Committee for several years, 
and as Chairman of the 18th ESACT Meeting held in 
Granada in 2003. 
 
President of the Spanish Society for Biotecnology 
from 2002 to 2006. Member of the Executive Board of 
the European Federation of Biotechnology since 2005. 
 

Motivation Statement 
 

I have enjoyed working for ESACT during a number 
of years, including organising General Meetings 
(Granada 2003), and I would like to keep contributing 
to and increasing the activities of our Society. 
Particularly, in addition to the support I could provide 
to future meetings organisers, I would like to explore 
the organisation of training activities on Animal Cell 
Technology. 
 

Hitto Kaufmann 
 

Dr Hitto Kaufmann is 
currently Director Upstream 
Development in Process 
Science Biopharmaceuticals 
at Boehringer Ingelheim in 
Biberach, Germany. His team 
covers all aspects of 
developing the upstream part 
of mammalian cell culture 
manufacturing processes 
including vector generation, 
genetic characterization, DNA 
analytics, cell line generation, 

cell banking, media and feed development, process 
design and material production for toxicological 
studies. The team also runs the upstream part of a pilot 
plant supplying material for clinical phase I to III 
under GMP conditions and IPC laboratories to support 
the development efforts. Dr Kaufmann has joined 
Boehringer Ingelheim in 2003 as Associate Director 
Cell Biology.  
In his previous appointment he worked as a research 
scientist at the Walter and Eliza Hall Institute in 
Melbourne, Australia identifying novel drug targets 
involved in apoptosis. He received his doctorate from 
the ETH Zürich working on improved production 
processes in CHO cells. 

  
Motivation Statement  

 
I would be delighted to contribute to the success of the 
ESACT organisation as a member of the executive 
board for the next term. I have worked in the field of 
animal cell culture technology for more than ten years 
in academia and industry and strongly believe in the 
importance of ESACT to foster translating ground 
breaking research into successful industrial 
applications. Organizing the poster price competition 
for the last ESACT meeting has lead to intense 
interactions with many key people at ESACT an this 
positive experience is further motivation to be an even 
more active part of this scientific community. I would 
personally enjoy helping to strengthen the organisation 
for the future. 
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E. Terry Papoutsakis 
 
Prof. Papoutsakis is a native of Greece, where he 
received his Diploma in Chemical Engineering., from 
the National Technical University of Athens. His MS 
and PhD are from Purdue University, W. Lafayette, 
IN, USA. His career in cell culture engineering and 
stem-cell biotechnology spans over 25 years of 
continuous activity with over 50 PhD students, 15+ 
postdoctoral fellows and numerous MS students. His 

publication list includes 
over 200 papers and 
book chapters. He 
served as Editor in Chief 
for Biotechnology & 
Bioengineering for 6 
years and several more 
as Associate Editor. He 
serves or served on the 
Editorial Boards of 

several journals in the biotechnology arena. He has 
organized or contributed to the organization of 
numerous international conferences. His contributions 
have been recognized my many awards including the 
2004 Merck Cell-Culture Engineering award, the 
Amgen Biochemical Engineering Award, the 2003 
Alpha Chi Sigma Award of the American Institute of 
Chemical Engineers (AIChE), and the 1998  Marvin 
Johnson Award of the American Chemical Society. He 
is a Fellow of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science (AAAS), and a Founding 
Fellow of the American Institute of Medical and 
Biological Engineers. He currently holds the Eugene 
DuPont Chair at the University of Delaware. Prof. 
Papoutsakis’s laboratory focuses on the study and 
modification of regulatory networks that control key 
cellular programs such as stem-cell differentiation and 
plasticity, megakaryopoiesis, and apoptosis. The 
research involves interdisciplinary work in the areas of 
cell-culture engineering, biochemical engineering, 
systems biology, metabolic engineering, experimental 
and computational genomics, stem-cell biology, and 
hematology. By combining state-of-the-art microarray 
and genomic analysis techniques with multiparametric 
flow cytometry, molecular biological tools and cellular 
physiology, the Papoutsakis Group aims to unravel the 
exquisitely crafted interplay of cellular processes that 
allow the exploration of cells for beneficial 
applications from Regenerative Medicine to Industrial 
Biotechnology. A growing activity in the lab is the 
exploration of cell-cycle regulators and miRNAs in the 
control of hematopoietic differentiation fates, such as 
polyploidization vs. apoptosis in the development of 
megakaryopoiesis for platelet generation and ex vivo 
platelet production. 
 
 

 
Motivation Statement  
  
I have been associated with ESACT since its early 
formative years going back to the late 1980s, and have 
attended many of the ESACT meetings starting with 
the 1988 meeting in Knokke. My career has been 
shaped by the scientific and technological ideas that 
have been presented and fermented in these ESACT 
meetings. I have made many friends through ESACT 
and I now feel that I can give back to ESACT drawing 
from the experience that I have gained through the 
years. I feel that I can contribute both in terms of 
directions in research and technology development, but 
also in education, training, and outreach to ensure the 
availability of scientific growth and professional 
opportunities for the new generation of scientists and 
cell culture engineers. I am also looking forward to 
opportunities to provide organizational know-how to 
ESACT, with emphasis on ESACT awards.  
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Jae Sly 
 

Jae Sly has successfully 
worked in the 
biopharmaceutical 
industry for over 15 
years. Her Consulting 
Business: Strategic 
BioPharm Consulting, 
Inc., maintains a 
Domestic and 
International portfolio of 
various companies in the Drug Discovery, New Cell 
Technologies, Stem Cell Separation Systems, Stem 
Cell products, Vaccine and the Biomanufacturing 
Industry. Jae provides opportunities for Strategic 
Alliances, Networking, Business Development and 
Marketing.  Over the last several years, Jae has 
developed numerous contacts to expand Grants and 
Partnering with NIH, BARDA and DARPA.  Jae Sly is 
an active Board Member for various Start-ups and well 
networked in the VC community. Jae attended 
University of Hawaii for her Undergraduate studies in 
Biology and progressed on to her PhD program in 
Immunology at the University of WA and a MBA 
from San Diego State University. 
 
Motivation Statement 
 
I have had the pleasure of participating in the ESACT 
organization as an exhibitor, a member and most of all 
a presenter. I feel that the ESACT organization is 
firmly grounded in the proliferation and 
encouragement of new cell technologies and processes. 
As a member, I have sought to extend the ESACT 
message to companies and expand membership. I have 
delivered individuals and companies that I feel will 
bring synergy and further exposure of technology to 
our organization. I have also been a champion to the 
support of ESACT, enrolling companies for 
sponsorship and exhibition. I have on more than one 
occasion, assisted in review and submission of 
abstracts, to facilitate the message of new 
technologies.  I would like to utilize my network to act 
as a liaison to the Stem Cell community and expand 
the Industry awareness of cell culture technology as a 
tool in Stem Cell Research.  Additional, I would like to 
contribute my strengths in marketing to optimize the 
participation of members, exhibitors and attendees in 
the ESACT Conferences. I bring an ability to develop 
infrastructure that can streamline integration and 
expand capabilities of 
ESACT. My appointment to the Executive Committee 
would afford me the ability to expand my efforts 
towards growing our Organization. 
 

Florian Wurm 
 
Florian Wurm is a Biologist/Molecular Geneticist 
(Uni,Giessen) by training. He worked in industry 
(Behringwerke, Marburg and Genentech, San 
Francisco) for 15 years during the earlier parts of his 
career and has spend 2 years at Harvard University, 
Boston. In 1995 he was appointed Professor for 
Biotechnology at EPFL (Lausanne). In 2002 he started 
ExcellGene SA, Monthey, Switzerland. Florian holds 
the position of CSO at this company. Florian is 
member and presently Chairman of the European 
Society of Animal Cell Technology. He has published 
more than 170 papers.  

Motivation Statement  

I have been member of ESACT since the early 1980ies 
and member of XC of ESACT since 1996. I have a lot 
of friends in this community which I enjoy so much. 
Following 4 years of ESACT Chairmanship during 
which ESACT Meetings have enjoyed unprecedented 
growth and success, I am very interested in remaining 
a member of the XC in order to continue to provide 
any help and advice necessary. I consider the dramatic 
increase in attraction to our meetings and the 
maintenance of the truly international atmosphere and 
the special ESACT feeling as a continuing challenge. 
To strive for and maintain excellence in science and 
technology with cultured animal cells remains a 
daunting task, requiring very special and efficient 
ways of communication.  I would like to help ESACT 
continue to be a mediator of excellence in cell culture 
technology in the future.  
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New Members 
ESACT welcomes the following new members, since November 2009. 
New Members are kindly reminded to pay their subscription very quickly, as described in the confirmation letters 
received by email, especially if you are attending the ESACT 2009 Meeting. 
 
Aas-Eng Anne PHARMAQ AS 
Amanullah Ashraf Genentech Inc. 
Anton Fabienne University of Hannover 
BAPTISTA RICARDO Instituto Superior Técnico 
Batista Fabiana State University of Campinas 
Becker Eric Boehringer Ingelheim Pharma GmbH & Co. KG 
Bernal Vicente Instituto de Biologia Experimental e Tecnologica/Instituto de Tecnologia 

Quimica e Biologica-Universidade Nova de Lisboa 
Bertram Kenneth Novozymes Biopharma AU 
BHATNAGAR ANKUR BIOCON LIMITED 
Blundy Margaret Medimmune 
Böhm Stefanie University of Hannover 
Breed Eddy Centocor BV Leiden 
Bremus Christoph DASGIP AG 
Brennan Karen MedImmune Cambridge UK 
Brito Catarina ITQB/IBET 
Bürki Cédric-Alain ExcellGene 
Carinhas Nuno Instituto de Tecnologia Química e Biológica, Universidade Nova de Lisboa 
Castan Andreas Biovitrum AB 
Chim Yuen-Ting GlaxoSmithKline 
Clarke Colin DCU 
CLINCKE Marie-Françoise LSGC-CNRS 
Clynes Martin Dublin City University 
Codamo Giuseppe University of Queensland 
Collignon florence Artelis 
Coroadinha Ana IBET/ITQB-UNL 
Daramola Olalekan (Lekan) MedImmune Limited, Cambridge (formerly Cambridge Antibody 

Technology) 
Debras Fabien Artelis 
Delegrange Fanny EPFL 
Dhuna Vikram Guru Nanak Dev University 
Dietmair Stefanie University of Queensland 
DUbois Stéphanie Artelis 
Eddington John DASGIP BioTools, LLC 
Egli Simon Celonic AG 
Ellwanger Kristina Boehringer Ingelheim Pharma GmbH & Co. KG 
Elsayed Elsayed Ahmed Federal University of Rio de Janeiro 
Enenkel Barbara Boehringer Ingelheim Pharma GmbH & Co. KG 
Fann John Abbott Laboratories 
Field Ray MedImmune Ltd 
Flikweert Marcel Centocor 
Forno Guillermina Laboratorio de Cultivos Celulares 
Fouts Erik BioMarin Pharmaceuticals 
Gabet Myriam Henogen 
Gibson Suzanne MedImmune 
Gilbert Anne Henogen 
Girod Pierre-Alain Selexis SA 
Gomez Marrero Hector Abel Alphabiologics Sdn Bhd 
Gonski Sigrid Sanofi-Aventis 
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Greulich Benedikt Celonic AG 
Gurhan Ismet Ege University 
Haake Claas University of Hanover 
Hatton Diane MedImmune Ltd 
Heinrich Christoph University of Bielefeld 
Henry Michael NICB 
Hoffrogge Raimund University of Bielefeld 
Höpfner Tim Leibniz Universität Hannover 
Hou Jia Cheng University of Queensland 
Huber Denise Selexis, SA 
Hughes Benjamin University of Queensland 
Hwang SU-Jeong Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology 
Jamison Kirin Genentech, Inc. 
Jensen Jacob P. CMC biologics A/S 
Joly John Genentech 
JU HYEKYUNG GENEXEL-SEIN. Co. 
Judge Paula Reliance GeneMedix 
Khetan Anurag Biogen Idec 
Kimura Roy FibroGen, Inc. 
Kiseljak Divor Ecole Polytechnique Federale de Lausanne 
Knocke Christof DASGIP AG 
Kuiken Grietsie Centocor Biologics Ireland 
Kuiken Grietsie Centocor Biologics Ireland 
Landgrebe Daniel Institut für Technische Chemie 
Lee Gene Percivia 
Leite Sofia IBET 
Livingston Susan BioReliance Ltd 
Ljunggren Jan Octapharma AB 
Looby Denis Genemedix Plc 
Luitjens Alfred Crucell 
Marten Dana Leibniz University Hannover 
Marx Uwe ProBioGen AG 
Matasci Mattia Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Lausanne 
Mathieu Eric Artelis sa 
Mattos Diogo Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro 
Mayer Ayda Human Genome Sciences, Inc. 
McGrath Katherine Pfizer 
Mead Emma University of Kent 
Mellado Maria Candida IBET/ITQB 
Miranda Joana IBET 
Moncaubeig Fabien Artelis 
Moretti Pierre Leibniz University Hanover 
Mulcahy Mike BioUETIKON 
Murray John E Moredun Scientific Ltd 
Musgrove Nick Infors UK Ltd 
Nallet Sophie Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Lausanne (EPFL) 
Nordon Odile Artelis 
Northoff Stefan University of Bielefeld 
Oberbek Agata Swiss Federal Institute of Technology, Lausanne 
O'Connell Shane Institute of Technology, Tralee 
O'Connell Shane Institute of Technology, Tralee 
Oggero Marcos Laboratorio de Cultivos Celulares. 
O'Sullivan Finbarr Dublin City University 
Paldus Barbara Finesse Solutions, LLC 
Peuker Thorsten Sartorius Stedim Systems GmbH 
pinton hervé sanofi pasteur 
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Pla Itzcoatl Abbott Bioresearch Center 
Platas Barradas Oscar Hamburg University of Technology 
Poertner Ralf Technische Universität Hamburg-Harburg 
Posch Christoph Sandoz GmbH 
Power Martin National Institute for Cellular Biotechnology (Dublin City University) 
Priest Richard GlaxoSmithKline 
Rajendra Yashas Ecole Polytechnique Federale de Lausanne 
Ramelmeier Andy BioMarin Pharmaceutical 
Ready Sarah Glaxo SmithKline 
Reddy Kishore National Institute for Cellular Biotechnology 
Reid Jon Thermo Fisher Scientific 
Rix Karl DASGIP BioTools, LLC 
Robatian Hanieh DASGIP AG 
Robin Jarno Novo Nordisk 
Rodrigues Ana IBET/ITQB 
Röker Stefanie Leibniz Universität Hannover 
Rose Thomas ProBioGen AG 
Sakko Andrew Novozymes 
Samia Rourou Institut Pasteur de Tunis 
Sanchez Noëlia NICB 
Schaub Jochen Boehringer Ingelheim Pharma GmbH&Co. KG 
Schlatter Stefan Boehringer Ingelheim Pharma GmbH & Co. KG 
Schofield Christopher GlaxoSmithKline 
Scholz Sebastian University of Bielefeld 
Schraeder Eva University of Bielefeld 
Schulz Torsten Boehringer Ingelheim Pharma GmbH & Co. KG 
Selker Mark Finesse Solutions, LLC 
Serra Margarida Instituto de Biologia Experimental e Tecnológica 
Sharma Kshitija Guru Nanak Dev University 
Sikjær Jørgensen Anette Novo Nordisk A/S 
Silk Nicholas University College London 
Silva Ana Carina ITQB-UNL/IBET 
Smith Matthew University of Kent 
Soares Filipa MedImmune 
Soares Sandra IBB, Centre for Molecular and Structural Biomedicine, University of 

Algarve 
Sokullu Urkac Emel EGE University 
Sousa Marcos IBET 
Stark Yvonne Sartorius Stedim Biotech GmbH 
Steinbusch Ute Celonic GmbH 
Sterritt Neil N.I.C.B. (DCU) 
Swiech Kamilla University of Sao Paulo 
Thalmann Beat Celonic GmbH 
Tharmalingam Tharmala University College Dublin 
Thiele Michael ProBioGen AG 
Thüte Tobias University of Bielefeld 
Timmins Nicholas University of Queensland 
Tissot Stéphanie EPFL 
Tomala Magda University of Hanover 
Tummala Seshu Percivia, LLC 
Unutmaz Cuneyt Celonic AG 
Valérie Gelbgras Universitï¿½ Libre de Bruxelles 
Volmer Martin University of Bielefeld 
Wang Shue-Yuan Human Genome Sciences 
Warke Priti Himedia Laboratories Private Limited 
Warr Steve GlaxoSmithKline 
Weglöhner Wolfgang Invivo Biotech Services GmbH 
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Wellerdiek Max Novo Nordisk 
Wiendahl Christiane NovoNordisk A/S 
Wilke Sonja Helmholtz Centre for Infection Research 
Wingenblixt Cecilia Biopharmaceuticals 
YIHUA CAO osaka university 
Yoon Sung Kwan Genexel-Sein 
  

ESACT Demographics 
Repartition of ESACT Members by country, as of April 30, 
2009 (bottom figure) 
On the right is the same figure as of June 2007.  

 
 

2009 

2007 


